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The Eco Church survey - a framework for action

The Eco Church survey provides a framework to support
your church and its leadership to take practical action on
caring for God'’s earth.

ECO 3 CHURCH

The survey covers five key areas of church life:

Worship and teaching

Buildings and energy

Land and nature

Community and global engagement

Lifestyle

To apply for an Eco Church award, work your way through the Eco Church survey as a
reflection of all that your church is currently doing. You can use the questions in the

survey as inspiration for future action and activities.

The survey framework is the same for all three Eco Church award levels - bronze, silver,
and gold. It is your responses that indicate which award level you have reached!
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Survey: 2024

St Mary's Church, Overton

When you've answered all the questions and achieved enough points across each category, you'll be able to apply for your award here. Check out the linked
resources alongside the questions for help and inspiration.

If the ‘Apply for your award' button hasn't appeared then please check you have answered all the questions in the survey categories below: (e.g. for the
Worship and Teaching category you've answered 16 of 16 questions).

Please use the 'comments' section at the end of each survey category to expand on any of your answers, including where you've answered 'other’.

Worship and Teaching Buildings and Energy Land and Nature
.| | )
Silver Bronze Silver
You've answered 9 of 16 questions. You've answered 20 of 32 questions. You've answered 13 of 16 questions.

Fill in this section Fill in this section Fill in this section

Community and Global Engagement Lifestyle Confirmation




Survey: 2024

Worship and Teaching

We worship a God who loves the earth he created and calls us to care for it. Doing so is part of our worship and witness as we respond to a creation that is groaning.
Churches participating in Eco Church come from a broad variety of traditions which while bringing enormous breadth and richness, makes it challenging to craft one

survey that covers the language and practice of every tradition - so please interpret these questions within your specific context.

Please refer to the Worship and teaching overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Worship and teaching questions for a pdf
of the questions (Alternatively, this is a printer-friendly version for the Worship and Teaching, Community and Global Engagement, and Lifestyle category

questions),

Current Score: 215/320

Worship and Teaching

Worship and Teaching

We worship a God who loves the earth he created and calls us to care for it. Doing so is part of our worship and witness as we respond to a creation that is groaning.
Churches participating in Eco Church come from a broad variety of traditions which while bringing enormous breadth and richness, makes it challenging to craft one
survey that covers the language and practice of every tradition - so please interpret these guestions within your specific context.

Please refer to the Worship and teaching overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Worship and teaching questions for a pdf
of the questions (Alternatively, this is a printer-friendly version for the Worship and Teaching, Community and Global Engagement, and Lifestyle category
questions).

Current Score: 215/320
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Creation care is embedded in the preaching in our church.

Question 50f 16
© Routinely
Occasionally

Never
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Comments

Our church is based on or engages with a pioneering model of worship or ‘fresh expression’ that
routinely meets outdoors (e.g. Forest Church, Muddy Church, Messy Church Goes Wild, prayer walks,
contemplative liturgy)

Question 8 of 16
Yes - this is what we are
YYes - we support or runone

No



Land and Nature

Land and Nature

When churches manage land for nature, be it land owned by the church or land in the local community, they reinforce the whole mission of the church by caring for
creation and serving the community - increasing access to nature for human wellbeing, building climate resilience and pointing people towards our Creator God.

There are two pathways through this survey category.
Pathway 1: for churches which own or manage land such as a garden, churchyard or burial ground

Pathway 2: for churches with very limited land such as a paved car park, a perimeter or other hard-standing areas and for churches that do not own or manage any
land. This pathway asks you to consider your own small amount of land, if you have any, and also how you can have an influence on land managed by others.

Please refer to the Land and nature overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Land and nature guestions for a pdf of the
questions.

Current Score: 247/443

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
v v v v v
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
v x x x b v v
Comments
&

Our church manages mowing in a way that: (Choose all that apply)

Question 4 of 16
encourages the growth of wildflowers (no spring or summer mowing)
allows the growth of long grass (only mown every two to three years)

is good for grassland fung (regular mowing and removing cut grass)

Land and Nature

When churches manage land for nature, be it land owned by the church or land in the lacal community, they reinforce the whole mission of the church by caring for
creation and serving the community - increasing access to nature for human wellbeing, building climate resilience and pointing peaple towards our Creator God.

There are two pathways through this survey category.
Pathway 1: for churches which own or manage land such as a garden, churchyard or burial ground

Pathway 2: for churches with very limited land such as a paved car park, a perimeter or other hard-standing areas and for churches that do not own or manage any
land. This pathway asks you to consider your own small amount of land, if you have any, and also how you can have an influence on land managed by others.

Please refer to the Land and nature overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Land and nature questions for a pdf of the
questions.

Current Score: 247/443
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Comments

Our church regularly takes part in a community litter pick/beach clean/river clean etc.

Question 12 of 16
Yes
Nao

Need to find out



Buildings and Energy

Pathway 3: Churches without their own building (e.g. those that meet in rented space or outdoors).

Please refer to the Buildings and energy overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Buildings and energy questions for a pdf of . .
the questions. Please refer to the Buildings and energy overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Buildings and energy questions for a pdf of
' the questions.

Current Score: 190/400
Current Score: 190/400
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Comments ‘Comments
@
Our church building(s) walls, roof(s) and floor spaces are insulated. Our church uses LED lighting.
Question 12 of 32 Question 16 of 32
Yes O Yes
© Partly Partly
No No

Not Applicable (it's not possible and/or appropriate to insulate our building(s)) Need to find out

Need to find out



Net Zero Action Plan

Pathway 2: Small, intermittently used churches, including those without energy or water supplies.
Pathway 3: Churches without their own building (e.g. those that meet in rented space or outdoors).

Please refer to the Buildings and energy overview document for further guidance about completing this category and Buildings and energy questions for a pdf of
the questions.

Current Score: 190/400
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Our church has a net zero action plan for our building(s).

Question 5 of 32
Yes
No

© Need tofind out




How we started

E.C.C.

ECO CHURCH COMMITTEE

St Mary’s

Eco Seasown

Suhdag Services

2nd February- Lifestyle focus: Creation Care Personal Lifestyle survey relaunch.

9th Februrary- Recycling focus: Sustainable Overton/St Marys Overton Charity Recycling Update.
16th February- Biodiversity focus: Churchyard update
23rd February- Reuse focus: Hand towel launch.

2nd March: Renewable focus: Could we have solar panels?

Churchyard Survey Dayi 20th F-‘ebruo«rv, gafso-leoo
In the ckurckjar&"&K‘d‘t‘h‘t‘ﬂ’tﬁ'\'&'&mg“:

Timed activities:
11.00- Test Valley Men’s Shed- Interactive talk on how to build a hedgehog house

14.00- Overton Biodiversity Society- Why is the glowworm population in the churchyard declining,
and what can we do to help them?

All day activities:

Church yard survey- The main event and the serious business of the day. Nature lovers of all
ages, please come along and help us to look, learn and record the fantastic wildlife we have in our
churchyard, and look at how we can improve our space for wildlife.

- Scavenger hunt with a prize
- Nature drawing competition
- Help us fill and distribute bird feeders
- Help us find homes for our new hedgehog houses
- Make your own pine cone bird feeder for your garden
- Get creative with making your own rock pets

TEA AND CAKE!
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Reusable hand towels
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Winter survey
Feb 25




Spring survey
May 25







